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has grown significantly as understanding of
the disease process improves. But the main
NIH institute doing the research has reported
that only 15 percent of scientifically merit-wor-
thy grant applications are being funded. This
means that 85 percent of qualified grant pro-
posals—studies that could hold the key to de-
laying the symptoms or curing the disease—
are not being systematically explored. A few
years ago, we were funding 25 percent of the
worthwhile grants. This is a completely unac-
ceptable state of affairs, and our legislation
seeks to remedy this problem.

| want to emphasize to my colleagues that
an up-front investment in research will not only
help improve the quality of life for millions of
Americans, but will also help save the federal
government hundreds of billions of dollars in
Medicare and Medicaid spending over the
next half-century.

In addition to doubling our investment in
Alzheimer's research at the NIH, the Smith-
Markey-Burgess legislation also supports a
number of other important Alzheimer’s-related
initiatives. These include:

Establishing an Alzheimer’s disease preven-
tion initiative.

Expanding and improving clinical research
on Alzheimer’s disease.

Systematic research on Alzheimer’s disease
care.

National summit on Alzheimer’s disease.

Education and assistance for caregivers and
their families.

Grants to expand needed respite care pro-
grams.

A public education campaign.

Improving Project Safe Return to help locate
Alzheimer’s patients who become disoriented
and wander from their home.

In conclusion, the Ronald Reagan Alz-
heimer's Breakthrough Act offers a com-
prehensive approach for treating current Alz-
heimer's patients and researching potential
cures to reduce the number of those who will
struggle with this disease in the future. We will
be working overtime to secure passage of this
critical legislation. | urge my colleagues to join
with me in cosponsoring it.
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Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the Winnetka Park District on 100
years of service to our community.

In 1904, a group of concerned citizens
wanted to restore a piece of land in front of
the village train station, which had been
strewn with debris from the local livery stable.
This small band of citizens came together and
collected the $8,548.30 needed to purchase
what is now Station Park.

From those humble beginnings, the
Winnetka Park District has developed into 28
park sites that represent more than 244 acres
of land. The lands under the control of the
Park District include some of the most beau-
tiful shoreline of Lake Michigan. And from the
initial investment of $8,548.30, the district now
boasts a $9 million annual operating budget.

Through these 100 years, with the needs
and desires of the public in mind, the
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Winnetka Park District has added new facili-
ties to meet the continually growing popu-
lation. Now, nearly 14,500 citizens enjoy the
Park District’s facilities, which include an 18-
hole championship golf course plus a par-3
course, the first indoor tennis facilities in the
Chicago area, platform tennis courts, an in-
door ice arena, two outdoor rinks, four public
beaches, a skate park, and a 142-acre ex-
panse of playfield.

The Winnetka Park District also runs hun-
dreds of recreation programs, from day
camps, to athletics, to classes. The district
plans special events throughout the year, and
thousands partake annually in skating, tennis
and golf lessons.

For one hundred years the Winnetka Park
District worked to provide a balance of quality
recreational and leisure opportunities to a
growing community, while protecting the nat-
ural resources and open spaces for the benefit
of future generations. | hope that the next hun-
dred years is as successful.

———
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
give tribute to Jimmy Riddle, from the 26th
Congressional District of Texas, for his con-
tributions to his community, country and other
nations. Mr. Riddle was working for SOC-
SMG, which disposes of munitions in Iraq,
when an explosive was detonated within his
convoy, which took his life and that of a co-
worker. Mr. Riddle was 53 years old.

| would like to recognize and celebrate Mr.
Riddle’s life today. Jimmy Riddle consistently
served others throughout his life. He joined
the Marine Corps while in college and was
stationed in Japan shortly after the Vietnam
War. After serving for our country, Mr. Riddle
became an officer for both the Sulphur
Springs and Carollton Police Departments in
Texas.

In addition to his career, he spent consider-
able time with his family and promoted the
ideals of being a servant to his children. As a
result, his son Chris joined the U.S. Navy. Re-
cently, Mr. Riddle was working as a defense
contractor in Bosnia during which time he was
able to see his son Chris for the first time in
two years. Shortly after this meeting, Chris
was killed by a drunk driver. Always looking to
serve others, Mr. Riddle joined the SOC-SMG
and went to Iraq. Just as in Bosnia, Afghani-
stan and Qatar, the people in Iraq appreciated
Mr. Riddle and respected him for his kind-
heartedness and devotion to helping others.

It was my honor to represent Jimmy. | ex-
tend my deepest sympathies to his family and
friends. He was best described by his fellow
workers as an “unsung hero.”

E417
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Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of a truly re-
markable woman, Sue Coleman. Mrs. Cole-
man is a member of the Washo nation on the
Dresslerville Reservation in my home state of
Nevada. Mrs. Coleman is nationally known as
a master in the art of basket weaving. Her art
is not only known in Nevada, but throughout
the nation.

Mrs. Coleman comes from a long line of dis-
tinguished basket weavers. She learned the
art of weaving through her mother, Theresa
Smokey Jackson. Together with her mother,
Mrs. Coleman gathered willow, stripped,
cleaned and made thread by splitting the wil-
lows in three sections with their teeth. With the
wisdom and guidance of her mother, Mrs.
Coleman has a very diverse portfolio of artistic
designs. These include; cradleboards, round
baskets, burden baskets, seed beaters and
winnowing trays all of which are true weaves
of the Washo tradition.

Mrs. Coleman has received many pres-
tigious awards for her art, and has won over
forty first place ribbons for her baskets in
many western art competitions. In 2002, she
was awarded the prestigious Governor's Arts
Award for Excellence in Folk Arts. She is also
part of the committee that is organizing the
Folklife Festival that will be held on the Na-
tional Mall in 2006. In addition to her many
other roles, Mrs. Coleman has the honor to be
part of the committee for the Smithsonian Mu-
seum’s “Carriers of Culture: Contemporary
Native Baskets”. One of her hand-crafted bas-
kets is even part of the Smithsonian’s perma-
nent collection and will be included in a travel
exhibit that will feature the finest baskets
made by Native Americans.

Mr. Speaker, prior to the passing of her
mother, Mrs. Coleman promised that she
would continue the tradition that they enjoyed
together and pass weaving along to future
generations, so that this wonderful art will
never be forgotten. It is clear that with her with
passion and dedication to this rich cultural art
that she will continue to honor her mother’s
wishes. | am proud to have this opportunity to
acknowledge her work.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF THE STUDENT COUNCIL OF
CRANSTON HIGH SCHOOL WEST
WITH REGARD TO “THE FEIN-
STEIN YOUTH HUNGER BRIGADE
PROGRAM”
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the Student Council of Cranston
High School West for their participation for the
third consecutive year in “The Feinstein Youth
Hunger Brigade Program.” Through this year-
long community service project, these stu-
dents will raise awareness of hunger in Rhode
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